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              Thematic analysis deals with examining repeated patterns in a play. The idea of identifying implicit and explicit facts and ideas in a given play or a story helps in identifying major points that are being put across by the writer. This paper is going to analyze Loyalty, Betrayal and Friendship in Julius Caesar play. More so the paper will deal with the friends that Mark Antony had while we analyze them one by one and deeply look onto whether Mark was loyal to them or if he betrayed them and if so what they felt after that.
                      Mark Antony has been presented as a cunning manipulator during the first scene but his true colors of a blindly obedient lapdog is slowly revealed as the play progresses. Antony was Caesar’s best friend. Throughout the entire play he remains royal to Caesar. At one point, Antony pretends to be on the side of the conspirators so that he could protect Caesar. It is through him realizing that he was also the target that that he moved to the conspirators’ side though over protective measures. During Caesars funeral he exposes the conspirators to the citizen of Rome. Following the death of Caesars, Antony needed to work together with Octavius so as to defeat Cassius and Brutus, their friendship was one in the sense that one was a leader while the other was a follower. Octavius is introduced in Act IV.  More so their relationship, is one which is cool and professional. 
                      Though Octavius has been described in the play as a person who is off travelling all over the world, his journey became limited when Caesar is assassinated. Octavius was Julius Caesar’s adopted son. He first joins Antony so that they could develop forces against the Conspirators. Though he kept telling Antony he was young and he did not deserve pushover the mare fight of words between them developed only when they had defeated the conspirators. Octavius is described as a straight forward guy when he says “your brother too must die; consent you, Lepidus?’. Octavius betrayed Antony when making friends with the conspirators while shaking their bloody hands.
                        The third friend of Antony was Lepidus who also used to be a friend to Julius Caesar. He was a great supporter of both Julius Caesar and Marc Antony. Lepidus served in the second triumvirate with both Antony and Octavian. He was a very loyal friend to Antony to the point of forming a strong alliance which had unlimited power for five good years. He betrayed his brother by allowing Antony and Octavius to assassinate him. He was loyal to Antony for he followed his orders. 
                           In conclusion Shakespeare’s play is full of literary forms which makes the play to be very rich piece of literature. Though the paper has analyzed the theme of friendship, betrayal and loyalty other major themes addressed in the paper include the theme of ambition which fuels the death of Caesar. As the play progresses sickness is also addressed as a theme where by the conspirators thought that Caesar’s ambition left the state ‘sick ‘ while ironically it were them that were suffering from insomnia while thinking how they could perform assassination. 
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